Programme

Saturday, 29 May 2021, from 16:00
First day of the exhibition

Mid August 2021

>Cricket Festival:

In collaboration with AC Berlin
and the Bewegungsnetzwerk
Marzahn-Hellersdorf

Wednesday, 22 September 2021 (de)
»Against the current:

AG Electric Pavilion (Elisa T. Bertuzzo,
Jan Lemitz, Daniele Tognozzi,
Mercedes Villalba, Neli Wagner)
12:00-17:00

A street mapping about dreams of
electric mobility

17:00-19:00

Discussion

As part of »Car-free Day 2021«

Autumn 2021

*Lucien Kroll in Hellersdorf¢

Book presentation with Jesko Fezer
(HFBK Hamburg), Oliver Gemballa
(adocs Verlag) and Madeleine Stober
(grafic designer)

station urbaner kulturen / nGbK
Hellersdorf is part of Urbane Praxis.
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Financed by:

The Senate Department for
Culture and Europe as part of
the DRAUSSENSTADT initiative.
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station urbaner kulturen and Place
Internationale

station urbaner kulturen is nGbK's
satellite location on the large Berlin-
Hellersdorf housing estate, founded
and run by nGbK members since
2014. It is a discursive exhibition
space and a workplace for collabo-
ration between artists and residents.
Its formats include open-air events
and exhibitions on the nearby green
land named Place Internationale.
The land is framed by blocks of flats,
a refugee home, and Cottbusser
Platz Underground Station. It has
been used as a cricket pitch since
2017 as part of a collaboration
between station urbaner kulturen
and refugees. Berlin's first women’s
cricket team, AC Berlin Women,
was formed here in 2020.

Activities on the green land are
accompanied by the erecting and
toppling of a 13-metre-high, inflat-
able victory column. Conceived by
the nGbK project group Art in the
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neue Gesellschaft
fur bildende Kunst

Place Internationale
Green land

U5 Cottbusser Platz
Maxie-Wander-/ Carola-Neher-StraBe
12619 Berlin

station-urbaner-kulturen@ngbk.de
+49 (0)173.20096 08

www.ngbk.de
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Underground in 2017 and built by
Valeska Peschke, Folke Kébberling
and young residents, it reconstructs
a historical event: on 16 May 1871,
Napoleon'’s victory column was top-
pled by an insurgent group of artists
and citizens on Place Vendome in
Paris. They temporarily renamed
the square ‘Place Internationale’.

With its long-term presence on the
outskirts of the city, nGbK supports
new forms of artistic practice and
initiates reflection on the future of
a specific city district.

Tours:
Thu+Sat 15:00-18:00

Parallel:

Arne Schmitt »Zum Gedanken der
aktiven Minderheit«. station urbaner
kulturen, Auerbacher Ring 41,
12619 Berlin. Until 14.08.2021

Please refer to our website for the lat-
est information on programme and
accessibility of our exhibition space
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GOING OUT OF CIRCLES
Part 5

Countryside, Periphery, City

The fifth part of the series GOING
OUT OF CIRCLES looks at how
urbanity and the rural interconnect in
the periphery. Culture, politics and
science have long treated the city and
the countryside as clearly separated
opposites. This focus on their differ-
ences fuels the current rural-urban
divide: it is accepted as being inevi-
table that the countryside shrinks to
allow the city to expand. The legacies
of this winner-loser duel are visible
and can be experienced where city
and country meet: in the periphery.
Here, an ‘in between city-landscape’
has emerged whose residents know
and understand both the urban and
the rural to an equal extent.

Hellersdorf’s residents also possess
this specific expertise.

The Hellersdorf housing estate was
built between 1980 and 1989 on
sewage fields. It was positioned be-
tween the natural environments of the
Waubhletal valley, the Honower ponds,
the Barnim plateau and the village
structures of Kaulsdorf and Mahls-
dorf. The interconnecting relationship
between the housing blocks and the
surrounding nature can be best expe-
rienced at a series of generous green
spaces on the estate.

Depending on the political system
and on the planning programmes of
each decade, these green spaces
have either undergone urban design
or been left to nature. When the
Berlin Wall fell, many of the green
spaces planned during the GDR era
on the estate were still earth and
construction site mud. In the 1990s,
EU funds turned the mud into parks
in an attempt to prevent residents
from leaving the estate. The exodus
was unstoppable and was followed
between 2002 and 2008 by the
demolition of schools, cultural insti-
tutions and flats. This created earth
and mud again, which then slowly
changed from wasteland to green
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space over the next decade. One
such green space today is the land
that station urbaner kulturen has
called »Place Internationale« since
2016 and uses for artistic activities
and outreach in the district as part
of an agreement between the local
council and nGbK.

Over the decades, natural spaces
on the estate have prevailed and the
urban-rural tug of war ended as a tie.
The »a lot of greenery« has emerged,
which the residents unanimously de-
scribe as their »favourite thing about
Hellersdorfe«.

In recent years, this balanced situa-
tion has been challenged by major
densification as part of the Senat'’s
»Growing City« building programme.
The city’s first large »land claim« since
founding the estate on sewage fields
was made in 2014 with the transfor-
mation of the Kienberg Hill into a venue
for the IGA 2017 international garden
show. Since then, many small green
and open spaces have been released
for housing. There are also plans

for housing on Place Internationale,
though currently on hold. Decisions

on the next decade of urban and
regional planning will be taken after
the 2021 election. But how might a
classification, an overlay and a further
development of the urban green look
like, especially in the light of Berlin's
housing and infrastructure shortage?

Set in this context, GOING OUT OF
CIRCLES Part 5 reflects on Place
Internationale’s past as green land
and articulates visions for its future.
Jochen Becker, Jesko Fezer and
Madeleine Stober take a new look
at a concept developed for Hellers-
dorf-Nord by Atelier Lucien Kroll in
1994. The Brussels-based office for
urbanism, architecture and informa-
tion technology was commissioned
by the WoGeHe municipal housing
association to propose a way of
dealing with the Plattenbau buildings

and their outdoor areas which were in
need of renovation at the time. Atelier
Kroll developed an architectural and
ecological toolbox to enable WoGeHe
to react carefully and intelligently to
all future changes on the estate from,
in Kroll's words, »4 July 1994 to 3
November 2019«.

A series of watercolour drawings by
Eva Hertzsch and Adam Page contin-
ues the logic of their research project
»Die Pampa lebt — Hellersdorf as a
large housing estate yesterday, today
and tomorrow« with residents from
2019 to 2021. By seemingly adapting
Kroll's 1994 concept to the current
situation at Place Internationale,

they depict the coming and going of
buildings, commercial landscape and
nature on the green space — from the
1970s to the future.

The project »Botanischer Garten
Hellersdorf, Pflanzenbiografisches
Institut« (Hellersdorf Botanical Gar-
den, Plant Biographical Institute) by
Sandra Bartoli and Silvan Linden
investigates how vegetation grows on
a specific 20 square meter section of
the green land from May to October.
For the duration of their observations,
this section will be bordered off

with five billboards on which chang-
ing photographs will document the
growth and decomposition at regular
intervals.

The three artistic positions are
presented on billboards. Some of
the work on the billboards will be
changed every two weeks.

Images

left:

Atelier Lucien Kroll, »Hellersdorf.
Schritte in die Zukunft«. Drawing and
model, 1994

right:

Eva Hertzsch & Adam Page, from
»Land, Peripherie, Stadt (Schritte
1971-2026)« Four drawn images for
billboards, 2021

front:

Sandra Bartoli & Silvan Linden, from
»Botanischer Garten Hellersdorf,
Pflanzenbiografisches Institut«.
Installation, 2021. Photo: Silvan Linden



