nGbK looos Sein Pressemitteilung. Berlin 31.7.2021

Exhibition »Gemeinsame Rdume offenhalten
- Kartierungen am Cotti, am Kotti und am
Hermannplatz«

Opening: August 27, 2021, 6 p.m.

Duration: August 28 — September 4, 2021
Opening hours: daily 3 — 7 p.m.

Location: station urbaner kulturen / nGbK
Hellersdorf

Auerbacher Ring 41

12619 Berlin (entrance Kastanienboulevard)
Entrance: free of charge

Institution: neue Gesellschaft fiir bildende
Kunst

Contact: station-urbaner-kulturen@ngbk.de
++ 49 (0) 173 200 96 08 Bild: Adam Page

An exhibition at station urbaner kulturen/nGbK Hellersdorf about a project of the Urban Design guest lectureship at
UdK Berlin by Dagmar Pelger with Maria Arnold, Laurenz Blaser, Chloe Borreguero Boleis, Anders Grivi Coleman,
Raquel Gémez Delgado, Oliver Gudzowski, Paula Granda, Julia Hartmeyer, Tilman Haseloff, Gustav Ingold, Jakob
Kochert, Sarah Malinowski, Leon Parasin and Romin Walter

For current information about accessibility to our spaces during the pandemic see www.ngbk.de

Gemeinsame Riume offenhalten -
Kartierungen am Cotti, am Kotti und am
Hermannplatz

(engl. Keeping Common Spaces Open -
Mappings at Cotti, Kotti and Hermannplatz)

The exhibition »Gemeinsame Rdume offenhalten/Keeping Common Spaces Open« seeks to make
cooperative methods and new urban development processes visible. Students from UdK Berlin
show their mappings of the communitized space production at Cottbusser Platz in Hellersdorf, on
Neues Kreuzberger Zentrum at Kottbusser Tor and at Hermannplatz.

Despite the increasing financialisation and privatisation of urban space, a number of spaces are
emerging from a non-profit-oriented practice. A political urban self-empowerment is taking place in
Berlin’s neighbourhoods. Reacting to a lack of a municipal safety net, people are securing common
spaces and making sure, they are accessible for everyone, outside the logic of the free market.

The UdK students have focused on three places where bottom-up planning processes have helped
to maintain and strengthen local social fabrics: 1) the collective planning for a playground in front
of Kotti Shop in the new community space of Neues Kreuzberger Zentrum; 2) station urbaner
kulturen/ nGbK Hellersdorf’s utility agreement for a large open-space commons on contracted
council land at "Place Internationale”; 3) the Hermannplatz Initiative’s support of its
neighbourhood in its fight against the demolition of the Karstadt departmentstore and the
displacement of local traders.


http://www.ngbk.de/
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The students spent a semester as cartographers in cooperation with each of these three places. They
made three large drawings that show the context around each place’s model for an urban
development which orientates on the common good. They illustrate the connection between self-
managed planning processes and neighbourhood-based space production and investigate whether
politics and administrations are actually working for the common good. As reference material and a
contribution to the debate, the mappings seek to strengthen cooperative design methods in
resistance to profit-oriented urban development.

The exhibition also seeks to raise questions about the role of cultural institutions like nGbK in
urban development: How do they position themselves when precariousness and displacement
come together? What interplay can there be in an environment characterised by neighbourhood-
based reproductive work, urban subsistence economy, self-organisation and desire for the good life?
How can a self-determined and inclusive production of common spaces be distinguished from an
exploitative and exclusive production of space? How can it be made recognisable and shapeable -
actively, creatively and in solidarity? What role do these common spaces have within the city as a
whole?

station urbaner kulturen / nGbK Hellersdorf

Members of the nGbK have been running the station urbaner kulturen on a housing estate in Berlin-
Hellersdorf since 2014. It is a discursive exhibition and programme space and a workplace for
collaborations between artists and residents. Other formats include art in local public space, open-
air exhibitions and events on the nearby green land named »Place Internationale«.

With this long-term presence on the outskirts of the city, the nGbK takes responsibility for the
development of new forms of urban artistic practice. The station urbaner kulturen initiates inter-
ventionistic processes, strengthens social structures and reflects on the future of a district through
cultural and artistic engagement.

nGbK-Project Group station urbaner kulturen: Juan Camilo Alfonso Angulo, Jochen Becker, Fabian
Bovens, Eva Hertzsch, Margarete Kiss, Constanze Musterer, Adam Page

Meetings with the press on request to presse@ngbk.de.
Download press information here: http://u.pc.cd/K9n?7

Press contact:

neue Gesellschaft fiir bildende Kunst
Wayra Schiibel

Oranienstralie 25

10999 Berlin

Tel. 030-616 513 13

presse@ngbk.de

www.ngbk.de

station urbaner kulturen/nGbK Hellersdorf is part of Initiative Urbane Praxis , which is funded by
the Senate Department for Culture and Europe as part of DRAUSSENSTADT. It is supported by
LOTTO-Stiftung Berlin.
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Pressefotos // Press images
Kartierungen am Cotti, am Kotti und am Hermannplatz

Nur im Rahmen der Berichterstattung zur Ausstellung der nGbK ist die Verwendung des Bildmaterials gestattet. ©

bei den Kinstler_innen. // The use of the images is only permitted within the press coverage about the exhibition at
nGbK. © with the artists
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